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It is all in the way of good business that gas effects, gas
first-aid, and gas refuges shall be closely studied by all
voluntary-aid folk of all kinds.

So serious is the bomb peril, and so universal, though,
as just said,, not quite so bad as the flesh-creepers would
have us believe, that here is a definite point w*hich Nations
might easily agree to call a truce on. To tempt the world's
legislators let it be agreed that on no account should any
legislative buildings or ministerial offices be bombed at
any time under no less a penalty than, etc. ... as the
rituals have it. That should produce a universal agreement
in Parliaments and places where they talk.

Just as, so the wags had it, the snipers were forbidden
in South Africa or on the North-west Frontier of India
to shoot generals and other professional muddlers, so
should parliamentarians be exempt from intentional bomb-
ing! Speaking with a little less levity, there is obviously
room for some international Hague Convention regarding
bombs in Whitehall, the Quai d'Orsay, the Wilhems*
strasse or Hitler-skerry. Indeed it might even be extended
to the world's unarmed cities. There would still be free
play for the instinct to treat your adversaries to death
by the thousand cuts elsewhere, and the killing of man
would not be seriously threatened by such a convention,
any more than by that about the small-bore explosive
bullet, the which in itself is a paradox.

But since, as has been said, air-craft of the civil aviator
is a potential bomb-dropper, there is little to be said for
barring military air-craft unless you could really agree
what war in the air should cease. It will be remembered
how in recent, not very serious, discussions at Geneva
of the Disarmament Conference, Britain was not ready*
especially at that stage, to abandon her punitive tribal
bombing. It was explained that this often reduced raiding
and rebellious tribes to order without the expense and loo
of life to both sides that military expeditions involved.